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Engaged Learning in
Times of War and Peace:

Joan Brown Campbell
Lectures at CSU

The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell is no stranger to
Greater Cleveland audiences. However, as an activist in
the Civil Rights, Women’s Rights, and Peace Movements
in the global community, this native of Youngstown, Ohio
also earned the respect and admiration of individuals
the world over. Through her past work with the World
Council of Churches and in her current position as the
Director of Religion at the Chautauqua Institution, she
has facilitated both ecumenical and interfaith dialogues.
As the author of Living into Hope: A Call to Spiritual
Action for Such a Time As This (2010), Campbell is also
sharing her wealth of knowledge in book form.

On Monday, April 25, 2011, Dr. Campbell signed copies
of her book after delivering a lecture at Cleveland State
University on “Engaged Learning in Times of War and
Peace.” The lecture, timed to coincide with RASHAD’s
Spring 2011 Institute, was made possible with support
from the CLASS Dean’s Office, the Cleveland Chautauqua
Program, the Department of History, and the Maryjoyce
Green Women’s Center.

During her presentation, Campbell stressed that peace
work starts with information. For Campbell, “Study is
not enough. It is the engagement that makes the study
real. . . Learning equals study plus action plus reflection.”
Campbell shared information on her work with the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and others who were engaged
in the non-violent struggle for social change in the 1960s
and, more recently, her work with the Global Women’s
Peace Initiative.

Campbell wenton to say, “Engaged learning requires truth-
telling,” and she described the Chautauqua Institution’s
efforts to deal openly and honestly with the evolving role
of religion in world affairs through its interfaith lecture
series. She also mentioned former Secretary of State
Madelyn Albright’s book, The Mighty and the Almighty:
Reflections on America, God, and World Affairs, as a study
that stressed the importance of understanding the central
role that religion continues to play in the lives of millions
of people, especially in post-911 Islamic societies.
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At the conclusion of her lecture, discussion, and book-
signing, Campbell met with the members of the Cleveland
Chautauqua planning committee and reiterated her
willingness to help establish and strengthen ties between
the New York and Cleveland-based Chautauqua

programs.

*Grateful acknowledgment is hereby given to the Rev. Dr.
Joan Brown Campbell for allowing RASHAD to record and
use her lecture for educational purposes at Cleveland State
University.

Suggestions for Further Reading and Viewing

Campbell, Joan Brown, Living into Hope: A Call to
Spiritual Action for Such a Time As This (2010)

Albright, Madelyn, The Mighty and the Almighty: Page 2: The Rev. Dr. Joan Byown Campbell

Top: Audience members ar the Campbell lecture
Bottom: Dr. Campbell at the post-lecture book-signing

Reflections on America, God, and World Affairs (2000)

“Chautauqua: An American Narrative” (2011). For more
information on this PBS video, please visit, www.pbs.org.
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By Regennia N. Williams

“Jntil We Got Here:

At the beginning of the academic year, I drafted a program
proposal for “Cleveland Chautauqua 2010 — 2011: Sequels
and Prequels, Celebrating Great Ideas, Great Art, and a Great
Lake.” My goal was to plan and implement a program that
would include lectures, films, discussions, workshops, and
performances. At the end of the year, I am pleased to report
that the proposed program was implemented, and RASHAD
can point with pride to a record of many successful events.

We launched the program series with a day of campus
activities involving George Davis, an author and Professor
Emeritus at Rutgers University. Davis participated in a
breakfast roundtable with students in the Local History
Seminar (HIS 400) and delivered a lunch hour lecture

.. in CSU’s Main Classroom Auditorium, “Until We Got
Cleveland St ine Yy Here: A Griot’s History of the 1960s.” The audience for
the lecture included students from my African American
History since 1877 class (HIS 216), students in Kim
Cary’s African American History survey class, and Justin
Vaughn’s Political Science class. Davis, who is an Air Force
veteran and the son of a minister, was later interviewed for
the Praying Grounds Oral History Project. Many of the
students who participated in the Davis activities also visited
the “Soul Soldiers” exhibit at the Western Reserve Historical
Society and viewed and discussed Frank Capras 1943 film,
“The Negro Soldier.”

Among the other fall semester activities were Neal Hamilton’s
“Paint Out Loud: Art and Life in ‘Post-Racial’ America”
lecture and exhibit, the RASHAD Open House at Trinity
Cathedral, and my participation—with Randi Woodson
and Darian Bankole-Miranda, two CSU students—in the
Learning Communities’ Undergraduate Research Seminar.
Our research focused on the life, art, and legacy of Zora
Neale Hurston and, we shared information on that research
at the December 2010 Learning Communities Poster Day
session.

RASHAD continued to focus on activities related to Zora
Neale Hurston in its Spring 2011 Reading Circles and Film
Discussions. Participants discussed two books: Wrapped
in Rainbows and Their Eyes Were Watching God. We also




screened and discussed the following films: “A Heart with
Room for Every Joy” and “Jump at the Sun.” As it turned
out, we were not the only ones considering Hurston’s legacy.
A feature article in the January 7, 2011 issue of the Chronicle
Review also considered the work of the “newly complicated” The Re\l. Dl'. SR
Zora Neale Hurston and encouraged readers to do the same. uEngaged Learning In Time

As part of our on-going effort to take our lessons on African MondaY1
American history and culture outside the classroom,
RASHAD worked with the Michael Schwartz Library
to co-sponsor a Zora Neale Hurston exhibit for Women’s
History Month. Thousands of library patrons saw the first-
floor exhibit during the month of March, over 500 campus
visitors saw the exhibit on April 2™ (during the CSU Open
House), and a feature article on the exhibit ran in the
Cleveland Stater newspaper. A few Open House guests also
chose to attend my sample lecture on Hurston, and, so far,
more than 30 people have seen a Mediasite recording of the
Hurston lecture.

wn Gampbe\l’
Joan Bro I Peace

April 25, 2011

This year, I had the pleasure of working with some
outstanding graduate and undergraduate students, who
provided invaluable program assistance. Jenni Shelton and
Austin Stewart received their graduate assistantships in the
Department of History, and three students—Dominique
Brookes, Annette Rudolph, and Audrianna Rodriguez—
held undergraduate research assistantships from the STARS
program. The fruits of their labor will be displayed in
various RASHAD publications throughout 2011.

Lastly, the Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell’s April 25
lecture, the culminating event of our program year, was
informative, well-attended, and well-received. Needless
to say, RASHAD is grateful to the individuals on campus
and in the surrounding community for their generous
contributions to the success of this year’s program series, and
we are looking forward to the other activities in our 2011
Cleveland Chautauqua summer series.

Cleveland State University
engagedlearning’

Program Highlights by the Numbers

Public Lectures Presented and Recorded for Future
Educational Purposes 3

Zora Neale Hurston Film Screenings and
Book Discussions 10

Total Combined Attendance for Lectures
and Discussions 300

Library Visitors during the Hurston Exhibit 49,150*
*Statistics obtained from the Michael Schwartz Library.
Program feedback from one audience member . . .
Again, thank you for the information that introduced me to

Zora Neale Hurston. I had to watch [the Mediasite recording]

again. 1 have not stopped talking about your presentation on
Saturday at the CSU open house.”

Traditions & Beliefs 5




leveland 207 s
G haulaugiia

.-"" H—F"--i"a-l..

O ES

!.‘l A

- -ilu......—..-« -..- ol

Saturday, May 21, 2011, 7:00 — 9:30 p.m.

Summer Festival

Live Jazz, Reception, and C-SPAN Viewing Party
Cleveland State University, Fenn Tower, Room 303
Fuclid Avenue at East 24® Street

Free Admission

Saturday, June 11, 2011, 1:00 — 3:00 p.m.
Black Music Month Workshop

Greater Cleveland Choral Chapter of the National Convention of
Gospel Choirs and Choruses Trinity Cathedral, Cathedral Hall
Fuclid Avenue at East 22" Street

Free Admission — *4Additional Music and Other Materials Available
for Purchase

Tuesdays in July, 12:00 noon — 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.
“All Eyes on Zora”

Film and Book Discussion Series on Zora Neale Hurston
Cleveland State UniVerSit}’, Rhodes Tower The “C-SPAN Trio,” (left to right) Mena, Therron Brown, and Regennia Williams
*Program details TBA by June 1+

Visit www.ClevelandMemory.org/pray for more information. Saturday, August 13, 2011

Free Admission “1943: A Requiem”

World Premiere of New Work for Musical Theatre
Pre-Performance Dinner, 6:30 p.m., $25 (Cash Bar)
Doors Open for Free Performance, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland State University, Student Center Ballroom

Euclid Avenue at Fast 21* Street
*Art Exhibir Throughout the Evening

The Greater Cleveland Choral Chapter of the National Convention of Gospel Choirs
and Choruses

September, 2011

Writing Workshop and Performance for K-12
Students - Launch of 20112012 Community-
Wide Zora Neale Hurston Reading Project

For more information:
Email: rwilliams@csuohio.edu | Telephone: (216)523-7182

Cleveland Chautauqua Blog:
http://rwilliams.csuelearning.org/
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Thank You {fer
Supperting
RASH/ADE

Your gift to RASHAD provides
funding for programs and our
endowed scholarship and fellowship
fund at Cleveland State University.
For more information on how you
can direct your tax-deductible
contribution to the RASHAD
Endowment or the operating fund for
RASHAD: Initiative for the Study of
Religion and Spirituality, please visit
www.csuohio.edu/offices/advancement/
(University Advancement), write to
giving@csuohio.edu, or call

(216) 523-7211.
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RASHAD

Initiative for the Study of Religion
and Spirituality in the History of
Africa and the Diaspora

¢/0o The Department of History
Cleveland State University

2121 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44115

(216) 523.7182
African.Diaspora@csuohio.edu
www.ClevelandMemory.org/pray/
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"More than a centu

Folk...the church remains at the center of African’
life. However, like other aspects of social history, much of the
history of religious institutions is “disappearing beneath our feet,”

Non-Discrimination Statement: Cleveland State University is committed to the principle of equal opportunity in employment and education. No person at the university will be denied opportunity
Jfor employment or education or be subject to discrimination in any project, program, or activity because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, sexual orientation, handicap or disability,

disabled veteran, Vietnam era veteran or other protected veteran status.



